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Hey, Diddle Diddle and Diddle Diddle Dumpling. Old King Cole and The Queen of Hearts. Little
Boy Blue, Little Bo Peep, Little Miss Muffet and Little Jack Horner. These lilting, singsong verses
enchant toddlers, build language skills, and set the stage for a lifetime love of literature. This
charmingly illustrated compilation provides a wonderful introduction to such well-known and well-
loved rhymes as This Little Piggy, Sing a Song of Sixpence, There was an Old Lady Who Lived
in a Shoe, and Rub-a-Dub-Dub.

From School Library JournalK-Gr 4—The subtitle "Crazy Car Poems" correctly describes the
contents of this collaboration-22 pieces of pure fanciful nonsense by two of America's cleverest
and most inventive poets currently writing for young people. Offerings include a "Giant
Bookmobile of Tomorrow," driven by the Gingerbread Man; a pirate-operated, ocean-going "Fish
Car"; and a "Dragonwagon" that "feeds with greed on rusty bikes." The child whose dad
navigates the 'Balloon Car' says "…boy, does he he get mad at me/When I call out- 'Hey, POP!'
…and the elderly lady operating the first-prize, supersize 'High-Heel Car' "…wins every footrace/
Then honks her shoehorn." It's quite possible that Holmes had the most fun of all creating his
spot-on, detail-laden illustrations of bizarre imaginary worlds ranging from above the rooftops to
beneath the sea. Parts of his digitally-colored pencil and watercolor paintings appear to be
formed from mixed media: polymer clay, paper/cardboard collage, a folded sheet of lined
notebook paper with a paperclip grille and ballpoint bumper. The number of clever eccentricities
in the illustrations is eye-boggling. For example, in the scene accompanying 'Bathtub Car', the
duck/king's 'royal throne' is the kind found in the bathroom. Younger children will like the silliness
of the poems; older kids and adults will enjoy poring over the pictures. This highly entertaining
collection is fun to read and will provide inspiration for youngsters trying to create their own
humorous poetry.—Susan Scheps, formerly at Shaker Public Library, OHFrom BooklistHere’s a
weird idea for you: poems about bizarre hybrid cars—or, as Lewis and Florian prefer, a futuristic
sneak preview into what may one day rule the roads. Readers will chuckle at the sheer
improbability of each conception. How about a car made out of an enormous shoe? Or one
made out of paper that you can shred when it breaks down? Or a giant hot-dog car you can eat?
Or a giant rolling bathtub that gets you clean as you cruise? Take, for example, the Grass Taxi: I
need to mow the glass, / I should Weedwack the visor, / I’m blanketed in grass. / My wax is
fertilizer. The rhymes largely keep to such easy-to-follow quatrains paving the way for readers to
enjoy Holmes’ hugely inventive pencil, watercolor, and digital art. These are deliriously
overimagined auto designs, often Rube Goldberg-y or steampunky in feel, with a pale palette
that gives the affair an old-fashioned sheen. (The characters too look like antiquated dolls.)
Unique from fin to fender. Grades K-3. --Daniel KrausReviewPraise for Poem-mobiles:"This



highly entertaining collection is fun to read and will provide inspiration for youngsters trying to
create their own humorous poetry." --School Library Journal"Unique from fin to fender." --
Booklist"Lewis and Florian are both masters at creating lighthearted, fun-filled, breezy poems,
and they do not disappoint in this joint venture." --Kirkus ReviewsAbout the AuthorJ. PATRICK
LEWIS, the U.S. Children's Poet Laureate, is one of the best known children's poets writing
today, and the author of many celebrated picture books. His books include Doodle Dandies,
Please Bury Me in the Library, and First Dog, as well as two previous S&W titles—Kindergarten
Cat and The Fantastic 5&10¢ Store.DOUGLAS FLORIAN is the creator of many acclaimed
picture books, including Dinothesaurus, the recipient of four starred reviews; Comet, Stars, the
Moon and Mars, a Kirkus Reviews Best Book and a Horn Book Fanfare; and Bow Wow Meow
Meow, a Gryphon Award winner. JEREMY HOLMES's first book for children, There Was an Old
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly, received the Bologna Ragazzi Opera Prima Award. He also created
the jacket image for On the Day I Died by Candace Fleming.Read more
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Melissa Bowen, “BETTER THAN I EXPECTED. Such an outstanding book the art work is
engaging and the cover and quality of book are fantastic so pleased with this purchase”

Lauren Nichole Hendry Garcia, “Cute but potential problem. This is an adorable book. The only
problem I have with it is the pages are folded over so there’s gaps at the top and bottom. My
toddler will try and open the gap to turn more pages, so I just put some double-sided tape at the
top and bottom. We’ll see how that holds up. ”

Another opinion, “One of my favorites. This book is one of my favorites because of its very cute
and richly colored pictures. The drawings are partially embossed so that if you run your fingers
over the page, you will feel the outline of part of each person or animal. It includes 22 rhymes:
Hey Diddle Diddle; Little Boy Blue; Little Bo Peep; Georgie Porgie; Diddle, Diddle, Dumpling;
Jack and Jill; Little Miss Muffet; Hickory, Dickory, Dock; One, Two, Buckle My Shoe; Old King
Cole; the Queen of Hearts; Sing a Song of Sixpence; Humpty Dumpty; Jack Sprat; Pease
Porridge Hot; Jack, Be Nimble; Old Mother Hubbard; Little Jack Horner; This Little Piggy; There
Was an Old Lady Who Lived in a Shoe; Rub-a-dub-dub; Mary, Mary, Quite Contray. It's about
9"x9" with rounded corners and a the front and back cover are softly padded. This is definitely a
well made children's book which justifies the relatively high price.”

lighthouseland, “Beautiful pictures, some rhymes are odd and long. Bought for my almost three
year old son. He loves the colors, and the rhymes. One rhyme was odd, I think it was the 3 Men
in a Tub one - wasn't the version I remember and I think some of the rhymes are a bit long for his
age. Mostly like a board book version, but the pages have an open "cut" in the top and bottom
so I'm fairly sure a rough boy is going to rip the pages apart and I will end up glueing them
together.  But overall, would definitely purchase again.”

Linda Allen, “Cute story. My grandson loves this book.”

KLK3628, “Very good book. We've bought several nursery rhyme books, and I think this is the
best we have so far. Nice illustrations, contains a good number of nursery rhymes, and it holds
my daughter's attention well.”

E. Holland, “Classic and wonderful.. My granddaughter who is 18 months old just loves these
classic illustrations. So glad I bought this. Much better than the insipid pastel modern versions.
The classic rhymes are perfect for language skills and still fun for the 21st century kids.”

Ashley Clarkson-Bergeron, “Great illustrations!. Received as a gift and re purchased for my aunt
and her grandsons. Great illustrations - my daughter loves this it’s a go to at night”



Michelle Olivson, “Great collection for all children. Wonderful collection of nursery rhymes with
cute illustrations. Been reading them to my 2 month old and have been learning some that I
didn't know myself.”

The book by Linda Bleck has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 93 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
Library Binding: 320 pages
Reading age: 1 - 3 years, from customers
Lexile measure: NP
Grade level: Preschool - Kindergarten
Item Weight: 1.2 pounds
Dimensions: 9.25 x 0.75 x 9.25 inches
Hardcover: 256 pages
Paperback: 448 pages
Board book: 24 pages
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